
SUBJECT: Parent Voices are Key 
 
Dear Trustee, 
 
I am writing to you as a concerned and involved parent at Mary Honeywell Elementary 
School in Barrhaven. 
 
It has recently come to my attention that there is a motion to remove the OCASC rep at 
COW and replace it with a PIC representative.  
 
I wanted to share my thoughts on this as it is disconcerting. 
 
We NEED unbiased parent voices at COW. PIC is a committee of the Board: with staff 
and trustees already on it, it isn’t independent. And frankly, it isn’t unbiased. 
 
OCASC brings items from the community to COW and COW items to the community to 
consult/discuss. OCASC speaks for parents, not an “agenda”. There is also no other 
mechanism for parent councils to understand key policy/consultations, so the 
community has created one with monthly OCASC meetings.  
 
If OCASC’s seat is taken, then staff and PIC will have to fill the gap that OCASC 
provides. Not only will this burden PIC’s council and you, the Trustees, as you scramble 
to provide the services mandated by the Ministry of education, you likely don’t have the 
time or resources to do so. I don’t believe trustees have necessarily thought that 
through enough. 
 
From POLICY P.002.COM, BOARD-COMMUNITY RELATIONS (Rev. 25NOV14): 
 
3.2 The role of School Councils as a vital link in Board-community relations is 
recognized and supported. 
3.3 Such administrative steering committees as may be established from time to 
time to consider such topics or issues as report cards, school profiles or other 
matters of current interest in which there is a need for community involvement 
may include, as appropriate, parents nominated by the Ottawa-Carleton Assembly 
of School Councils (OCASC) and/or Parent Involvement Committee (PIC) and/or 
students nominated by the Ottawa-Carleton Student Presidents' Council. 
 
Please recognize and support us. Keep our seat on COW. 
 
There isn’t any reason why PIC and OCASC can’t both be on the committee. PIC has 
not been and cannot be the only voice of school councils. School Councils are the 
“boots on the ground” at our schools! PIC cannot be the voice of parents they don’t 
even speak to!  
 
Furthermore, PIC has a regular standing agenda spot where business from the Committee 
can be raised. Also, the PIC has legal authority to advise the Board on matters which are 
more integrated options (that are rarely used) than OCASC.  



 
The original motion was to add PIC and not remove OCASC… I’m not certain why 
Trustee Boothby decided to amend that, but it is worrying. We have earned our voice at 
the table and it cannot/should not be removed. 
 
I will also add that there was no advance notice for this at PIC and that this information 
has not been put out there for parents to react to and voice their opinions. This is 
discourteous and upsetting.  
 
I’ve taken the time out of my very busy day to ask that you please vote to keep our 
OCASC rep on COW. There is no reason why both PIC and OCASC cannot be reps. 
Parent voices are key. 
 
It is imperative that school council voices be accurately represented and heard so that 
we may help be the link between COW, schools and communities as well. Limiting 
parents’ voices is not putting students first. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 


