
Dear Trustee, 
 
We are writing on behalf of the School Council at Broadview Public School. 
 
It has come to our attention that there is a motion to remove the OCASC seat at 
COW and replace it with a PIC representative. We are very disappointed and frustrated 
with this development and want to share our views. 
 
We feel it is very important that parents have an authentic and unfiltered voice at COW. 
OCASC is comprised entirely of parents and representatives from school councils 
across the city. OCASC uses its seat at COW to ask questions from the perspective of 
the typical parent, and with the context of having been informed directly by parents and 
school councils about what is important for them to know. 
 
While PIC serves an important role as well, the composition of PIC is different. Unlike 
OCASC, PIC is a committee of the OCDSB and does not operate independently from 
the Board. School board staff and trustees are members of PIC, and as a result, play a 
role in shaping the priorities, agenda and voice of PIC. Consequently, PIC does not 
speak exclusively on behalf of parents and school councils. 
 
Broadview School Council trusts OCASC to advance our interests at COW. We know 
that our council, or any parent, can easily attend an OCASC meeting and have their 
voice heard and their concerns raised by OCASC at the COW should that be 
necessary. In contrast, it is much more challenging for an individual parent or school 
council to have their voice heard by PIC. While any parent can attend a PIC meeting, in 
order to speak you need to submit a delegation form, which can be denied. You are 
further bound by procedural rules that are intimidating and foreign to many parents, 
especially those new to the OCDSB or new to Canada.   
 
The OCASC seat at COW also facilitates effective communication in the other direction. 
Having the opportunity to ask questions at COW allows OCASC to clearly and 
effectively communicate OCDSB’s priorities, policies and topics back to school councils 
and facilitate discussion about them. We currently receive very little, if any, engagement 
from PIC either as parents or as a school council. If OCASC’s seat at COW is removed, 
then staff and PIC will have to fill the communication gap that OCASC currently serves. 
This will place a significant burden on trustees and the OCDSB. 
 
At a time when the OCDSB is actively seeking ways to engage parents and encourage 
a diversity of parent voices, it makes no sense to remove from COW the most direct and 
easily accessible device for parents to be heard. OCASC is a long-standing, well-
recognized and respected institution in Ottawa. Its value and contributions are 
recognized by its seat on COW, and also by OCDSB policy: 
 
From POLICY P.002.COM, BOARD-COMMUNITY RELATIONS (Rev. 25NOV14): 
 
3.2 The role of School Councils as a vital link in Board-community relations is 



recognized and supported. 
3.3 Such administrative steering committees as may be established from time to 
time to consider such topics or issues as report cards, school profiles or other 
matters of current interest in which there is a need for community involvement 
may include, as appropriate, parents nominated by the Ottawa-Carleton Assembly 
of School Councils (OCASC) and/or Parent Involvement Committee (PIC) and/or 
students nominated by the Ottawa-Carleton Student Presidents' Council. 
 
We do not see why OCASC and PIC cannot both have a seat at COW. PIC should not 
be the only voice for school councils and parents, given that their mandate, agenda and 
priorities are not set entirely by parents or school councils, and therefore may not 
always align. Limiting and narrowing the voices of parents does not put students first. If 
parents and school councils are not represented by OCASC at COW, there will likely be 
an increase in individual parents and school councils seeking to delegate at COW. This 
is neither efficient nor desirable. 
 
Finally, we would like to express our disappointment in the way this motion was brought 
forward, without notice to OCASC, and without proper consultation or engagement with 
those most impacted by this decision: parents and school councils. 
 
We are asking you to reject the motion to replace OCASC with PIC on COW. If you feel 
it’s important to have PIC represented at COW, then they should be given a seat 
alongside OCASC. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Melanie Meeking and Blake Doucett 
Broadview School Council Co-Chairs 
 


