
Dec. 6, 2021

Dear Trustees,

Cindy Jadayel and I, Nancy Dean, are writing to you on behalf of Ridgemont School
Council in our roles as Co-Chairs.

We wanted to share our council's hope that you vote against the upcoming motion to
replace OCASC’s seat at Committee Of the Whole (COW) with a representative from the
Parent Involvement Committee (PIC).

As a council we feel that the OCASC representative at COW is essential for the
functioning of councils as entities.   Not having this representation will greatly reduce our
ability to have direct input and timely communication with the OCDSB and its Trustees
on matters that directly affect councils and parents.   We need this representation to
allow us to fulfill our mandate under the education act in an effective and efficient way.

We want to express to you that we want OCASC to continue to represent councils at the
table to allow:

● The unique role that councils play in education with direct access to the Board
and Trustees.  Councils have no other official mechanism to speak as a larger
voice.

● The timely and accessible flow of important information
● The continuation of an essential mechanism that greatly increases the capacity

of councils and parents to support student achievement and well-being.

Our council is continually looking for ways to engage parents in a variety of ways, and we
strongly feel that OCASC has provided a vehicle that supports us in doing this in a
unique, nonpartisan and accessible manner.  Our council greatly benefits from having this
seat and we are very concerned of the impact this would have on us if we no longer had
it.

Please DO NOT take this critical connection away from councils.   We ask that you find a
way to keep OCASC at the table.  Currently, we have no other mechanism that is as
strong or as comprehensive as this one that supports us all in our roles at the OCDSB.

Respectfully,

Cindy Jayadel and Nancy Dean
Co-Chairs
Ridgemont School Council


