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OCASC Thursday Oct. 7, 2021 
Meeting Notes 

Agenda 
1.  Welcome and introductions       
2. Approval of agenda and minutes from last meeting  

3. OCASC overview and orientation for 2021-2022 

4. Information items / Updates from committees 

5. OCASC appointment of representation at OCDSB committees 

6. Surplus of Teachers 

7. OCASC Gatherings – Topic ideas 

8. Breakout room topic ideas for next meeting 

9. Adjournment 

MEETING NOTES: 
 
Welcome: from Chair (Malaka) 
We are an assembly, we approve minutes and agendas, we hold advocacy positions at committees 
with the OCDSB.   
 
Approval of agenda: to ensure that all topics of interest are covered and for transparency. Safina 
Manor Park move to approve agenda, second David Emily Carr. Unanimous approval of agenda. 
(47 participants) 
 
 
OCASC Overview: 
This is the space for representatives of councils to meet and share ideas.  
 
Membership form completed to become a rep member. In order to support vote counts. Mainly 
vote about expenditure of funding. 2021-2022 Membership FORM 

https://forms.gle/8SNdTcRA9TMxyJYG8 

 
Funds came from pro grants and membership fees. Exec proposing to waive membership fees again 
this year because funds are better spent in schools. 
 
 
OCASC holds a few legacy roles on board committees - see definitions of committees on OCASC 
website (Committee of the Whole COW,  Special Education Action Committee SEAC, COW budget, 
Parent Involvement Committee PIC, Extended Day Program EDP, Arts)  
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Christine Moulaison OCASC Co-Chair is running for City Council for Kanata North. Submitted letter 
of intent to run at the end of September.  
 
 
SEAC (Special Education Advisory Committee) needs an alternate rep from OCASC and possibly a 
new rep- volunteer names in chat from meeting. Safina will finalize alternate after this meeting. 
With amount of interest in SEAC maybe special night conversation or breakout group to build 
support network for councils and parents.  
 
EDP needs an OCASC rep if possible.  
 

OCASC appointment of representation at OCDSB committees: 
New committee reps will be chosen at next OCASC meetings. Those interested are invited to reach 
out to exec (Malaka, Christine, Nancy, Rosy, or Safina -SEAC rep,) to explore options for board 
committee representation opportunities and options. Maybe to sit in on meetings and learn about 
activities and commitment.   
Parents interested in being an OCASC Committees reps: 
Sarah From Woodroffe PS - SEAC 
Thomas Holloway (Earl of March) - COW ? 

 
 
OCASC will work on a flow chart of how all the committees connect - Arun from Chapman Mills will 
work with Nancy in Communications to set up a flowchart.  
 
On OCASC website, 'important links' on left hand side has current links to OCDSB website for 
current info from board committees.  
 
OCASC facebook page open for posting and seeking resources. Open dialogue zone for questions 
between meetings 

 
 
POLL: Tonight attendance approx 80% elem, 20% just a couple of reps representing both, almost 
40% new attendees. 47 participants. Mostly council OCASC reps. some also some council chairs. 
Board staff and some individual parents not reps for councils.  
 
Discussion re. Teacher Surplus shuffling, class sizes, disruption v. cost savings. Councils can ask 
questions about how decisions are made in schools. 
 
OCASC Topics of interest for future meetings: 
can form subgroups to discuss areas of common interest. Exec is keeping a list of topics based on 
discussion tonight. Eg. Finance management, how to run a council, fundraising, equity and 
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inclusion. secondary school community, anti-racism resources, involvement in Action Committee on 
Equity ACE, transportation and traffic zones eg. propose 30K/hr limit during specific school zone 
times.  
 
Topics of interest; 
 

• Guidance on vaccine policy for volunteers, procedures and protocol for volunteers in school 
- Discussion:  PIC is driving board to address this asap, Malaka shared that board approved 
for Mandatory vaccination for volunteers but timeline and more specifics not given yet.   

• How to run school council resources - OCDSB School councils resources - 
https://ocdsb.ca/cms/one.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=1728466 

• Anti-Racism training, Equity and inclusion support, guidance of navigating and advocating  
• Technology for School Councils - what is available as supports from board, examples of 

ways councils use tech for communications, effective running of councils, websites, emails, 
social media, etc. Google Meets info:OCDSB Google Meets PDF - 
https://ocdsb.ca/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=33327076 

• Special Education Advisory Committee - orientation/overview to committee and what is 
doing, help with navigation.   

• Appropriate Use of Technology - review 
• Secondary course offerings - better understand how offerings are made and how to 

advocate for needs. Merivale HS has courses closed many effecting post-secondary paths. 
Earl of March concerned with scheduling balance  and course load - all core classes is same 
semester and elective in other 

• Class/school reorg, Teacher shuffling - parents not understanding the process,  what is the 
more comprehensive cost / saving 

• Guest speakers at OCASC meeting 
o Tech to discuss OCDSB supports - How to manage board council pages on school 

website 
o Superintendent Prince Duah - share SATE, and more 

 
top three issues/concerns brought up at your last council -  

• Chapman Mills - COVID rules, protocols, contact tracing, rapid tests 
• Canterbury HS - Arts programs returning now that sports are approved 
• Broadview - Can Pizza days resume? - fundraising 
• South Carleton HS - Vaping 
• Vimy Ridge PS - Overcrowding, Class photos 
• Stonecrest - Parents in school 
• Henry Larsen - Virtual fundraising, 
• Steve McLean - Pizza Days (how do parents run them when approved), Extracurriculars 
• GMS - In-person clubs 
• Lisgar CI - Extracurriculars/virtual clubs 
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• Mary Honeywell - Extra - Curriculars - why can’t we 
• Diane Vroom - Clubs and sports resuming and COVID related thins 
• Stonecrest - lack of information or too slow in communication 
• Severn Ave PS - Pedestrian safety with increased drop-off and pick-up traffic, encouraging 

active transportation, school travel planning 
• Portables 

 
 
To bring back to councils for input: 

• Appropriate Use of Technology Policy Review - 
https://ocdsb.ca/cms/one.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=37059829 

• PRO Grant: This Is on the agenda for the next Parent Involvement Committee. If there are 
any suggestions for use of the $, or feedback on how it was used last year (the speakers 
series) forward to PIC. Send to PIC@ocdsb.ca 
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