Meeting Minutes
Date: Wednesday, February 26, 2025 Time: 19:00-21:00 Location: Virtual
1. Welcome and Attendance
2. Agenda Approval
e Agenda approved.
3. Approval of Previous Minutes
e Previous meeting minutes were not sent out before the meeting.
4. Executive Updates
¢ No significant updates from the executive team.
7. Ad Hoc Policy Review
The Ad-Hoc Policy Review Committee recently met to discuss important updates to three key
policies:
1. Respectful Workplace Policy

o Updated to better define unacceptable workplace behaviors.
e Clarifies how to address a Poisoned Work Environment.

e Procedural details removed (handled in separate guidelines).
o Aligns with current workplace standards.

o Next Steps: Board vote on February 25, 2025.

2. Privacy Policy

o Ensures student health records are consistently managed, even if staff change.

o Confirms that students under 16 who are capable can withhold consent for sharing their
health records with parents (following PHIPA rules).

o Public feedback was open until January 31, 2025.

o Next Steps: Committee review on April 10, 2025.



3. Learning Resources Policy (New, Merged Policy)

Combines two existing policies to simplify and align with the Ontario curriculum.
Ensures learning materials are inclusive, equitable, and aligned with the Ontario
Human Rights Code.
Strengthens the approach to bias in resources and introduces counter-narratives for
controversial topics.
Updates the approval process:

o Ministry-approved textbooks are automatically accepted.

o Other materials go through a review process.
Big Change: Trustees will no longer handle appeals on learning resource challenges.
Instead, final decisions will be made by education professionals, ensuring a faster, non-
political process.
Next Steps: Public consultation until March 14, 2025, with final approval on April 29,
2025.

Why Remove Trustees from the Appeals Process?
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Aligns with most Ontario school boards — only Toronto and Peel still allow trustee
appeals.

Keeps decisions in the hands of education professionals (not elected officials).
Prevents political influence over learning materials.

Makes the process faster and more efficient.

What Happens if a Learning Resource is Challenged?
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Concern is first addressed at the school level.

If unresolved, a formal review is conducted by education experts.

If necessary, a final decision is made by the Director of Education or a system-level
committee.

These updates ensure learning resources support critical thinking, equity, and inclusivity while
keeping the decision-making process educationally sound and efficient.

Upcoming Meetings:

April 10, 2025
May 15, 2025
June 12, 2025

8. Parent Involvement Committee Update

There was a presentation about a guide for student mental health delivery in schools. The main
points in the presentation taken from the slide deck is:
PPM 169: Requirements for all School Boards



* Three year mental health strategy & annual action plan « Working with community
organizations to ensure coordinated systems of care ¢ Schools engage in multi-tiered
interventions * Use of evidence informed and brief interventions * Suicide prevention,
intervention and postvention protocols * Enhance mental health literacy of staff, families and
students * Social emotional learning * Mental health absences

The five themes that emerged from the OCDSB research on mental health are:
1. Deepen mental health literacy for student, staff and families

2. Increase awareness and access to school based resources

3. Improve access to community mental health

4. Increase opportunities for student participation and agency

5. enhance access to culturally relevant and responsive care.

OCDSB Mission statement on Mental Health:

As a District, we strive to create partnerships with students, staff, families/caregivers and
communities to ensure that every student feels they belong in their schools and classrooms,
where we build skills to foster positive mental health and well-being and where we bridge to
identity-affirming clinical mental health services when required.

Action Plan 2024-2025
Belonging Priority
1: Mental Health Promotion @ Resource kits, Wellness Matters, KHST, Healthy rel’ps ® Staff
training (Restorative, Roots, Emotion Focused, etc) Priority 2: Deepen MH Literacy @ MH
Literacy Module Roll Out Priority 3: Parent/Caregiver collaboration @ Speaker Series,
Parent/Caregiver sessions, AFFIRM

Building

Priority

4: Elevate student leadership & agency ® Student MH Champions @ YAC tip sheets & Videos
Priority 5: Focus on prevention/early intervention € STRONG e Healthy Rel’ps groups

Bridging

Priority 6: Intensive supports and clear pathways e Strengthen collaboration surrounding
attendance protocols and processes (re-engagement pilot)

9. Elementary Program Review

Questions and comments brought up during the conversation. Moderated by Jason Glover
(OCASC Vice-chair)

- How does this work for alternative schools? Those currently in alternative schools will they
have to change schools and style of learning?

- How do students catch up if they didn’t start in French? Now they are thrown into French, will
there be enough teachers?



- This could be a lost year of learning for both Early Immersion kids and kids entering
Immersion in grade 3; that first year when they’re thrown together, csan’t picture either of those
groups getting what they need

- Kids have already lost learning because of Covid
- Hope they consider a longer implementation period.

- A large school with an English stream has had to split grades with 3 grades in 1 class due to
lack of demand. How do we prevent this?

- The main focus is community-based education, it is a matter of equity
- Questioning of research behind this plan.
- We are losing students to the French board

- Children who are just making it in a regular classroom without supports will have more high
needs classmates which can increase support needs.

- Do we know how many single stream schools will remain under this plan? I know they indicate
the vast majority of schools will be streamlined into a dual stream approach but some schools
will remain a single stream

- There aren't enough details on the plan to really help parents/voters understand what they are
supporting. The trustees are going in very blind with this vote.

- Invite your Trustee to your school council meetings!

10. Closing Remarks and Next Steps

e Members encouraged to provide feedback on policy changes via the Engage
platform and attend Townhall meetings

e Meeting adjourned.

Next Meeting: Thursday, March 20, 2025



