Ottawa-Carleton Assembly of School Councils (OCASC)
Community Safety Town Hall & Holiday Social — Detailed Minutes

Thursday, December 18, 2025
Time: 7:00 — 9:00 p.m.

Format: Hybrid (In-person & Zoom)
Location: OSSTF Offices — 9 Corvus Court, Ottawa

Honoured Guests:

* Councillor Tim Tierney (Chair, City of Ottawa Public Works & Infrastructure
Committee)

* Staff Sergeant Denis Hull (Ottawa Police Service, East District Commander)

1. Call to Order and Procedural Status

The meeting was opened by Anthony Wong, OCASC Co-Chair.
The Land Acknowledgement was delivered.

The Chair advised that quorum was not achieved due to insufficient OCASC
Executive members being present.

The session therefore proceeded as an information, consultation, and engagement
forum only.

No motions, approvals, or formal OCASC decisions were permitted.

2. Attendance

Andrea Peponoulas (Westwind PS); Alexa Hutchinson (Manotick PS); Anthony Wong
(Colonel By SS); Chris Hircock (Nepean HS, Vision Zero Ottawa); Christina Bouchard
(Woodroffe Ave PS); Danielle (Henry Larsen ES); Staff Sergeant Denis Hull (Ottawa
Police Service); Emily Cunha (Robert Hopkins PS); Grant Aune; Kendal Weber (Glebe
C.1.); Joanne Laucius (Ottawa Citizen); Julia F. (Manor Park PS); Loren Bekeris
(Woodroffe Avenue PS); Mahmuda Nupur (Colonel By SS); Neha Goel (Churchill
Alternative); Priya Sharma (Broadview PS); Robyn Arruda (Soud March PS); Yongfei
(Parent); Councillor Tim Tierney, Warsame Warsame (Chapman Mills PS)

3. Meeting Purpose

The Chair reiterated the purpose of the Town Hall, as published in the meeting notice:
* to explain what enforcement tools remain after the provincial ban on photo radar

* to explain how school councils can request and escalate enforcement

* to clarify what is controlled by the City, Police, School Boards, and Province

* to outline realistic next steps for parents



4. Councillor Tim Tierney

Councillor Tierney stated that he chairs the City’s Public Works and Infrastructure
Committee and has served on Council for 16 years. He emphasized that community

safety is paramount and that automated speed enforcement had been a proven, data-
driven safety tool.

He stated that:

* Speed cameras did not issue tickets unless drivers exceeded posted limits

* Example given: 61 km/h in a 50 zone triggers a ticket

» Cameras improved compliance dramatically

* Revenue was never a cash grab — all funds went back into Road Safety Action Plan
engineering

He stated that the Province removed the program, which eliminated both enforcement
and the dedicated safety funding stream.

He further explained:

* Ottawa had 79 school-zone camera sites now shut down

* New provincial signs are extremely large (8—12 feet tall)

* They must be mounted at 7 feet for child safety

* They cannot be installed on standard poles

* Hydro drops are required

* Asphalt plants are closed in winter

* Emergency vehicle access limits where speed humps can be installed

He confirmed that the City is pursuing replacement funding, including through the
Road Safety Initiative Fund (SIF) and provincial negotiations, and that $4 million has
been allocated by the Province for sign installation only.

5. Ottawa Police Service — (S/Sgt Denis Hull)
Staff Sergeant Hull explained:

* His role is Neighbourhood Policing Operational Commander

» OPS Calls for service and Community Responses operates under two arms: emergency
response and neighbourhood policing

* Traffic enforcement was previously centralized

* As of the previous Monday, it has been decentralized into districts

Each district now has:

* Dedicated traffic officers

* A Staff Sergeant

* Neighbourhood Response Teams
* Community Police Officers



— School Zone enforcement is part of our local ongoing traffic safety efforts. It is
conducted proactively and guided by community concerns/complaints.

He confirmed:

* OPS now has 34 traffic positions, up from 15

* These positions are still being filled

* The Police Chief has made traffic safety a priority

6. What Officers Can Enforce

Hull stated that when officers stop vehicles:

* Speeding carries demerit points

* Distracted driving carries $600+ fines and points

* PXO violations (failing to stop for pedestrians) carry points
* [llegal U-turns are enforceable

* Suspended plates and licences are enforceable

He confirmed that a traffic officer had recently issued 30 tickets in one day.

7. How Hotspots Are Created

Hull explained the OPS intelligence-led model:

* Complaints go to a traffic analyst

* They are mapped by district and ward

* When a threshold is reached, an automatic alarm is triggered
* Resources are then assigned

Sources of complaints:

* OPS online reporting

* School principals via youth officers
* Councillors

* info@ottawapolice.ca

8. Speed Data & Vision Zero

Even after removal of cameras:

* Eight former camera sites continue collecting speed data

* Data will be released monthly

* Vision Zero Ottawa will publish and campaign using this data

9. Parent & School Questions

Parents raised:

* U-turns in front of schools

* Excessive speeding (Hemlock Road, Manor Park PS)
* Need for more crossing guards

* Drop-off chaos



Hull confirmed:

* U-turns and PXO violations are fully enforceable

* More complaints = more enforcement

* Crossing guards are City-managed but supported by police

10. Follow-Up Commitments

Councillor Tierney stated:

* The City will provide updates February—March 2026
* Signage plans and funding negotiations will be clearer
* Data will continue to be released

* Parents should continue pressure

11. Adjournment

The formal Town Hall ended and the meeting transitioned into the Holiday Potluck
Social.



